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AHC Marks Black History Month with Events
To commemorate Black History Month, the Arkansas History Commission and the Black History
Commission of Arkansas sponsored several seminars, exhibit showings, and lectures throughout the
state. The first event, “Growing Up in Arkansas - African American Communities,” a seminar held on
February 9 at the State Capitol, drew over seventy-five people to hear presenters discussing the
influences that shaped their formative years in communities around Arkansas.
The African American Legislators traveling exhibit was on display during the February 9 Seminar,
February 12-14 at Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Interdistrict Magnet Elementary in Little Rock, and
February 17 at Bethel A.M.E. Church, Little Rock. The exhibit travels back to the State Capitol on
February 20 for a special showing for Arkansas’s current legislators and finally wraps up the month in
Benton at the Herzfeld Library on February 22-28.
The Commission hosted a reception on the second floor rotunda of the State Capitol for the members
of the General Assembly. Along with a special showing of the exhibit, legislators learned about the
Commission’s collections, outreach programs and publications and visited with Commissioners and
staff.
Peggy Lloyd wraps up the month’s events with her Bits and Bites presentation about collections and
resources at the Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives (SARA), including those that contain
interesting information about African Americans in southwest Arkansas.

History Bits and Bites February 22
Our monthly lunch program, “Bits and Bites,” will feature
Peggy Lloyd, Archival Manager at the Southwest Arkansas
Regional Archives speaking on SARA’s collections and
resources along with some interesting stories of African
Americans in southwest Arkansas.

Register for “History Bits
and Bites” here.
Registration deadline:

As always, Bits and Bites is free. Just bring your lunch and
February 21
beverage of choice and join us in the AHC Conference
Room at 12 noon on February 22. Limited parking is available in the Wolfe Street parking lot.

From the Interim Director
The new year is in full swing here at the Commission! February is always busy for
us with the commemoration of Black History Month and this year is no exception.
We are also preparing for a
BRINGING THE AHC TO YOU
busy spring season to bring
the History Commission to
February 2-26 “Fought in earnest” Exhibit
you.
Pea Ridge National Military Park
This issue features news and
locations for our two
February 20
traveling exhibits: “Fought in earnest” and
“Arkansas African American Legislators: 18681863.” I would urge you to see these exhibits
February 22
while they are in your area as they travel across
the state in the upcoming months. Both exhibits
February 22-28
offer a glimpse not only of the depth of our
varied collections, but the hearts and minds of
our predecessors.
Work related to our most recent grant award to
rehouse and reorganized our vast photographic
collection is progressing. The grant allowed the
purchase of a new large format printer, along
with a smaller desktop printer specifically for
photographic reproduction. This equipment lets
us serve you more efficiently when you need a
photo copied from our collections. These
important programs and equipment would not
exist without these funds and I want to thank
our granting agencies for their support and
confidence in the work of the Commission.

Visitor’s Center
Pea Ridge

Reception and Exhibit
2nd Floor Rotunda
Arkansas State Capitol
Little Rock
Bits and Bites Presentation
AHC Conference Room
Little Rock
“African-American legislators:
1868-1863” Exhibit
Saline County Library
Benton

March 1-3

Conference Display
Arkansas Living History Association
Helena-West Helena

March 2

Presentation
Vision Davidsonville
Davidsonville State Park

March 5-21

“Fought in earnest” Exhibit
Dean B. Ellis Library
Arkansas State University
Jonesboro

March 5-28

“African-American Legislators Exhibit
Arkansas Supreme Court Library
Justice Building
Little Rock

March 7

Arkansas History Commission Meeting
AHC Conference Room
Little Rock

As always, if you have questions, concerns or March 9
just want to visit about our state’s great history,
please give me a call. Our doors are always
open to serve you.

Display
Genealogy Seminar
Saline County Library
Benton

The AHC Team
Eight years ago this month, Tatyana Stubblefield began working at the History Commission in the
Microphotography Division. Prior to working at the Commission, she was
employed by Central Record Services, now Vital Records Control.
“T”, as she is known around the archives, is a native of Little Rock,
graduated from Central High School, and is currently attending UALR.
Stubblefield was recently named the Commission’s interim African
American History Coordinator.
Her sparkling personality comes through when she is serving our patrons.
All areas of history interest her. “I love to learn something new and helping patrons search for that
elusive piece of information always leads me down a path of learning,” she said. Her favorite thing
about working at the History Commission is working with the patrons stating “I love people, and want
them to have a great experience here.”
T’s hobbies include travel, camping, spending time with her three children and extended family, and
enjoying the outdoors. “Summer is just around the corner and that means I can get on the lake and
have some fun jet-skiing!,” she exclaimed. T’s goals for her new position go right back to customer
service; she wants to create a specific step-by-step guide for African Americans who are researching
their genealogy and family history.

Commissioner Spotlight
Dr. Robert Sherer brings a wealth of experience to the Arkansas History
Commission. His professional background includes positions in universities
across the South, including Stetson, Alcorn State, Wiley College and eight years
as Tulane University’s Archivist and Adjunct Professor of History.
A native of Alabama, Sherer attended Auburn University, Yale Divinity School,
Brown University, University of North Carolina and the University of Texas. He
holds a B.A. in History and English, an M.A. in American Studies, a M.L.I.S.,
and a Ph.D. in History. He now is retired and lives in Little Rock where he is
active in his local church, First United Methodist and serves on the boards of the
United Methodist History Society and UALR’s History Institute.
He stated, “It is truly a joy and an honor to serve on the Arkansas History Commission. I have never
worked with such competent, committed, and agreeable people.” Jane Wilkerson, interim Director of
the Commission said, “Dr. Sherer is an incredible asset to our Commission and to the people of
Arkansas. He loves our state’s history and has a passion for sharing it with others.”

Know your Commissioners
Arkansas History Commission
Ms. Dorathy Bould e n, El D o ra do
D r. Ray Grana de, A rk adelp hia
D r. R u th H aw k ins, Jo ne sbo r o
D r. Robe rt She rer,

Mr. Micha el Lindse y, Fa yet te ville
Mr. Robe rt McCa rley , Littl e Rock
Ms. El izabeth Robbins, Hot Springs
Lit tle Rock

Black History Co mmis sion of Arkansas
Mr. Ma rion Butle r, S he rwood
Ms. J oy ce Gibson, P res cott
Ms. Ca rla Cole man, Little Rock
D r. J oh n W. Gra ve s, Arka delph ia
Re v. Ba rry Dobs on, El D ora do
Mr. My ro n Jacks o n, Little Rock
Mr. Ja mes Laws on, Ja cks onville

Collections Spotlight
Many patrons are researching their Confederate and Union ancestors during the sesquicentennial of the
Civil War. The History Commission has one of the largest holdings of both Confederate and Union
muster rolls in the state.
The largest collection of Arkansas Confederate muster rolls were reproduced for the Arkansas History
Commission in 1918-1919 from originals in the "Rebel Archives" at the War Department, housed
today at the National Archives in Washington, District of Columbia. This twenty-four cubic foot
collection contains rolls from the 1st through the 27th Arkansas Volunteer Infantry, as well as
miscellaneous rolls from cavalry units.
Arkansans who fought for the Union Army can be located in the Arkansas/Missouri Union Army
collection. The First Regiment Cavalry was organized in Cassville and Springfield, Missouri, from
June to August 1862, and served mainly in northwest Arkansas. The Second Regiment Cavalry was
organized at Helena, Arkansas, and Pilot Knob, Missouri, in July 1862. The unit served duty at Helena
and Fayetteville, Arkansas, and Cassville, Missouri.
The Second Regiment, African descent, was organized in Arkansas and later became the Fifty-fourth
Regiment United States Colored Troops. The Third Regiment, African descent, was organized in St.
Louis, Missouri, and became the Fifty-sixth Regiment, United States Colored Troops. Both units
served post and garrison duty in Helena. This collection contains incomplete sets of Civil War muster
rolls of Arkansas units that mustered into the United States Army in Missouri, but served in Arkansas
from 1863-1864. It includes muster records for the First Regiment, Arkansas Cavalry; Second
Regiment, Arkansas Infantry, and pay certificates at time of discharge for some soldiers. It also
contains the muster rolls for the Second and Third Regiments and Arkansas Infantry volunteers of
African descent.
Finding aids for these materials are available online at www.ark-cat.com.

News from NEARA
NEARA’s collections are mostly those that tell the story of how our county
governments operate. However, sometimes we come into possession of
collections that take us inside the lives of the residents of our communities.
Those stories have the capacity to touch our hearts in ways that county
records usually cannot. One such collection donated in 2011 by Jack
Colbert, the oldest of the Colbert children, recalls the life of his younger
brother Billie.
Billie Jewel Colbert was born to Hubert and Beulah Colbert, December 20,
1924. By some accounts, he was something of a scamp – a mischievous
young man with a penchant for fighting and for getting into trouble just
trying to have a bit of fun. It is easy to imagine him feeling the need to take
on bullies who would pick on him for his small stature or his femininesounding name. His report cards from the school in Powhatan show a young man of above average
intelligence, but they tell only a bit of his story.
Like many young men his age, he found his way into the military at the age of 18 as the nation battled
on two fronts. He entered the United States Army in the fall of 1943. Two of his older brothers, Jack, a
Marine, and Ray, a sailor, were already fighting in the Pacific theater when Billie enlisted. Little did he
or his family know that his visit home after basic training would be the last time they would see each
other. He was killed in action near Normandy, France, the
following June. In those months between, however, he was a
prolific writer. He penned many messages back home to his
parents, telling them about his experiences in training in Texas, his
station in England, and, ultimately, his move to the front in France.
From Billie’s letters, we hear the voice of a young man away from
home for the first time, trying to keep his parents from worrying,
and reminiscing about a girl he left behind. He tells of hardship,
financial struggles, and of not having basic supplies such as razor
blades for shaving. We can laugh as he talks of his meeting the
young woman in England who becomes more attached to him than
he is to her, or when he writes in his last note home of writing on
French paper with a German pencil.
Only one letter from his family to Billie has survived – one written
by his father nearly three weeks after Billie was killed. His family
Billie Jewel’s last letter to his dad,
had not yet been notified, and the letter was returned to them
written just a few days before his death
marked simply DECEASED. Like many on the home front during a t N o r m a n d y B e a c h .
the War, Hubert Colbert had gone to Detroit to work in the
factories to support wartime production. For this reason, most letters home were sent to one parent or
the other – often with messages slanted to the parent receiving the letter.
Billie’s letters home provide a rich backdrop to the rest of the collection, giving substance to the young
man whose life ended so abruptly. Letters from PFC Joseph Soviero and his wife Margaret helped ease
the pain of the Colbert family, relating how close Joe and Billie had become, and sharing in the pain of
loss. PFC Soviero spent several weeks in a hospital in England for “war nerves,” or what we would
today call PTSD, shortly after Billie was killed.

Billie Jewel Colbert’s Purple Heart
and Silver Star are held by
Powhatan Historic State Park. The
citations for these awards are part
of the Billie Jewel Colbert papers at
NEARA.

Official communications fill out the remainder of the collection.
Billie received posthumous awards as a result of his final acts in the
Army. The first award was for the Purple Heart because of the mortal
wounds received in that final battle. The second was for the Silver
Star, the nation’s third highest honor awarded to servicemen, for his
bravery in voluntarily rescuing injured soldiers under fire. It was
after several hours of rescue efforts that Billie and three other
soldiers were killed by enemy artillery fire. Other records in the
collection are letters of condolences from many military and
government officials, official records related to rations, insurance, war
bonds, and the final arrangements for Billie’s remains. Together, they
provide a comprehensive look at the wartime life and death of one of
our community.

News from SARA
Peggy Lloyd, Archival Manager at SARA was a
featured speaker at the History Conference at the
University of Arkansas at Fort Smith on Saturday,
February 2. Her presentation concentrated on the lives
of Polly Vaughan, wife of one of the earliest settlers in
Southwest Arkansas, and Dolly Pennington, a wellknown figure in early Washington and a free woman
of color. The following article is a summation of that
presentation.
Stephen Vaughan was Polly’s husband and is believed
to be the first white settler who located west and south
of the Little Missouri River and along a creek that
bears his name near Prairie D’Ane in what is now
Nevada County, Arkansas. Sam Williams, who grew
up in antebellum Washington and wrote Printer’s
Devil-a history of the region-believes he was in the
area as early as 1810.

Catalpa and Magnolia leaves frame the site of Dolly
Pennington’s town lot, now a part of the lawn in
front of the home of Chief Interpreter Billy Nations
at Historic Washington State Park.

Vaughan probably married Polly about 1803, and he entered into a memorandum of agreement or
prenuptial agreement with her at Post of the Ouachita, Orleans Territory, then the gateway to southern
Arkansas and now known as Monroe, Louisiana. After Stephen’s death in 1821, Polly tried to claim
his property and was met with doubt by the locals. To bolster her claim, she produced her agreement
with her husband, and it is in the Hempstead County Courthouse at Hope to this day.
In rough and tumble early Arkansas of the 1820s, women were at a disadvantage, but Polly was tough
and stuck to her guns. Stephen had agreed to pay her $12.00 a month during the term of their marriage
and, if they had no children and he predeceased her, she should inherit all his property. Polly got her
goods. She ran a ferry and a crude inn for travelers moving through the area to Hot Springs and other
points. Women were in short supply in early Arkansas, and she quickly remarried. Polly survived in a
frontier society until she slipped away—probably to an unmarked grave—in frontier Arkansas.
Dolly Pennington not only had the disadvantage of being a woman alone in a frontier society, but she
was also a woman of color and one of the earliest manumitted slaves in Southwest Arkansas. Dolly
was well-known in Washington where she probably earned a living as a cook, waitperson, or
laundress. She bought a town lot in Washington in the early 1830s, bought her daughter Nancy out of
slavery in 1834, and also made her will that same year. Prominent merchants and officials in
Washington witnessed her documents.
Dolly and her daughter moved to Sevier County (now Little River County) and probably farmed an 80
-acre tract that Dolly had patented. In 1839, Dolly let Nancy buy herself out of slavery for $400 paid to
her mother. By 1850, they had moved back to the vicinity of Washington and appeared in the 1850
census. The 1850 census revealed that Dolly was 69 and born in North Carolina probably about 1781.
Nancy was 43 and a native of Kentucky. The mother and daughter purchased a small farm near
Washington, and Nancy entered into an informal marriage with another free person of color-Ezekiel
Dimery-who was half her age. He was in all likelihood the only man available for her to marry.
In early 1858, Arkansas passed a law that free persons of color had to either leave the state or go back
into slavery by January 1, 1860. Dismayed, the free persons sold their property if possible and left, in
most instances, for Kansas, the nearest free state for people from southwest Arkansas. Many seem to
have gone to Fort Scott, Kansas, in the southeastern part of the state and later to Lawrence, a center of
abolitionist sentiment. Dolly and Nancy disappeared.
Whether the indomitable Dolly died on the way to Kansas or in Kansas is not known. Nancy’s
husband Ezekiel Dimery joined the Union Army and was in the Kansas Colored Troops during the
Civil War. He was sent back to Arkansas and served in Camden. We learn from his Civil War pension
application that Nancy died in Kansas in the summer of 1861. Ezekiel married two more times, had a
family with his second wife and remained in Kansas. There is no mention of Dolly in his pension
papers.
Such were the lives of two ordinary but yet extraordinary women, Polly and Dolly, who managed to
make their way and survive in early frontier Arkansas despite the disadvantages of their gender and, in
the case of Dolly, of race and status as a free person of color.

Upcoming Locations for “Fought in earnest”
The AHC’s Civil War exhibit, “Fought in Earnest” continues its
travels across Arkansas this winter with bookings in Pea Ridge
and Jonesboro.
The exhibit will be on display in the Pea Ridge National
Military Park Visitors Center through
February 26. The exhibit moves to the
Ellis Library at Arkansas State
University in March and will be on
display from March 5-21. Learn about
Arkansas’s role in the Civil War by
making plans to see this exhibit as it
travels across northern Arkansas.

One Capitol
Mall
Room 2B-215
Little Rock,
Arkansas
72201

Mark the 150th
Anniversary of the
Civil War by reserving
“Fought in earnest”
for your site
today!

Phone:
501.682.6900
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